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standard of his colleagues, which, it is true, was mediocre
enough. At the head of an important Commission like
that of Foreign Affairs he could be inconvenient and
dangerous, for he knew very well how to detail a question-
naire as truly insidious as it appeared innocent.
Among the members of the Commission was one who
stood out by his quality, M. Flandin. That he suffered
at not exercising his talents in a role suited to his measure
is beyond doubt. At the beginning of the war his position
was not very clear. He was the object of recurrent little
incidents ; of these the unexpected outburst of M. Louis
Marin, the President of the Republican Federation, created
most stir. During a small meeting of the Presidents of
Groups, M. Flandin expressed an opinion which appeared
suspect to M. Marin. The latter lost his temper, and
without further explanation called M. Flandin to account,
" Be quiet/' he flashed out. " The man who sent a
telegram of congratulations to Hitler has no right to give
lessons to anybody." In gossip about the House that was
the sole topic for half a day.
Affected by this rebuff, M. Flandin said to his friends :
" I do not feel at home in this war." He wanted to go
away, a very long way off to some Embassy in the Far
East, or as Governor of a Colony, pending the time when
statesmen should wish to avail themselves of his worth.
At other moments the professional taste of the politician
for the direction of affairs took hold of him again, and he
let fall solidly constructed criticisms against one inadequacy
or another in the actions of the Government. When it
looked as though he were about to attack the Government,
the coalition ranged itself behind him, ready to profit by the
opportunity. If the opportunity slipped by, the coalition
dissolved, leaving M. Flandin, in no way surprised by its
dispersal, alone. Far below him M. Bergery showed
himself a regular handful.
He was on the fringe of the parties, belonging to none.
It was he who had launched the idea of the " Popular